I. The Elementary School Situation
INTRODUCTION
The school is an integral part of society, affected by and
influencing it in many ways. This is recognized by the mod-
ern democratic state, committed to respect the worth and
rights of each person and to uphold and extend the social
agencies which help develop personal and group integrity.
Democratic nations recognize also that the family is of first
importance socially and educationally, believing that in the
family group the child is cared for best, and that here are laid
the foundations of personal and group character.
People strive for a living and the satisfactions of a full life
as they see it; a home and loved ones are a major part of the
good life they seek. Each family in a democracy has the priv-
ilege of deciding many matters, such as its relation to its com-
munity, the section where it will live, the church it will at-
tend, the place where its children will play and with whom,
and the kinds of commodities and services it desires. The
family frequently has difficulty in surviving in the modern
world, however, because it is affected by so many local, state,
and world events.
Changes resulting from unavoidable pressures have brought
insecurity to many persons and families, with ideals and efforts
confused, homes disorganized, and lives broken. The new
democracy has an obligation to set up procedures and means
for helping each person and family determine values of pe-
culiar worth to them, and for equalizing social and economic
burdens and benefits.
THE SCHOOLS HAVE NEW RESPONSIBILITY
The living problems of individuals and families have not
been recognized generally as a direct responsibility of educa-
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